It appears that at the Old Town Dispensary it has been the practice to gire out the medicine without any labels, and that mistakes have been of very frequent occurrence. We have been informed of patients who have swallowed the lotions which had been prescribed for ulcerated legs, and have applied to these the cough mixtures which they ought to have taken internally.
The pursuer in the present action, a woman of delicate constitution, when suffering from some slight gastric disorder, applied to the Royal Public Dispensary, and was seen by Dr. Wright, who ordered her some powders containing ten grains of calumba and ten grains of nitrate of bismuth, of which she was ordered to take one three times a day. The student who dispensed the prescription unfortunately substituted ten grains of calomel for the ten grains of calumba. The poor woman took one of the powders, and was very soon severely purged, and suffered from vomiting. Not attributing the symptoms to the medicine, she persevered in its use, and took a second and a third dose. In consequence, she suffered from continued purging and vomiting, and was subjected to the annoyance of pretty profuse salivation.
Dr. Strethill Wright deposed to having written the prescription for the powders.
He explained that the mistake must have arisen from ignorance or gross carelessness, for no one at all conversant with the materia medica could have read "calomelanos" instead of " pulv. calumb.," however illegible the word " calumb." might have been. Dr. Wilson and Mr. Milburn testified to having seen the woman after she had taken the powders, and to have found her suffering from salivation. Dr. Wilson deposed to having ordered opium to check diarrhoea, and a borax lotion for the mouth.
Mr. Milburn, her usual medical attendant, stated that the woman had been seriously inconvenienced by the powders which she had taken, although they had not caused any permanent injury. Other wit-nesses were called to prove the identity of the powders which the woman had swallowed with the powders made up at the dispensary.
For the pursuer, it was urged that she had undoubtedly Buffered not a little through the mistake which had been committed; and that she had been obliged to keep her bed, and to employ some person to do her household work. It was urged that, as Dr. Gordon was the person appointed by the directors of the iustitution to superintend the dispensing of prescriptions, and as he received, as a remuneration for this office, one half of the fees paid by the pharmacy pupils, he was responsible for any mistakes which might be committed.
On the part of the defendant it was pleaded, that the number of students attending the dispensary was so great, and the patients applying for relief so numerous, that it was absolutely impossible for one person to superintend the dispensing of every prescription. It was urged that, in such an institution, mistakes must necessarily sometimes occur; and that, in availing themselves of their aid, the public ought to make up their mind to run the risk. In conclusion, it was pleaded, that any legal responsibility which might be incurred would fall upon the directors of the Public Dispensary, and not upon Dr. Gordon.
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